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PREFACE

This manuscript is the product of a series of tape-recorded interviews
conducted for the Oral History of Iran Program of Foundation for Iranian
Studies by Shirin Sami'i with Ahmad Bani-Ahmad in Nice, France, in December,
1983, and January, 1984,

Readers of this Oral History memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and editor
sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in
such historical sources. Foundation for Iranian Studies is not responsible
for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the views expressed therein.

The manuscript may be read, quoted from and cited only by serious
research scholars accredited for purposes of research by Foundation for
Iranian Studies; and further, this memoir must be read in such place as
is made available for purposes of research by Foundation for Iranian
Studies. No reproduction of the memoir either in whole or in part may
be made by microphoto, typewriter, photostat, or any other device.



.ndation for lranian Studies

lpe Libbosl 5o ea plot gl cmbes Llys s e v byl
S oo e sy Slivies ) 2Tl G,y glet o

- . L
"‘)/‘)/)t -5 O"/‘) cadples sslicnl LT 51 aastaa. caalas

‘-L—l_r-;L—A—"LﬂJ

sl paa

4801 Massachusatis Avenus, NW., Suite 670
Washinglon, D.C. 20016, Telephane: (202) 686-122.

-
‘M"'*&-‘



BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

Mr, Ahmad Bani Ahmad was born in Tabriz - Azarbayian in .
He completed his secondary education in Tabriz, and later received
his degree in law from Tehran University with a concentration on
industrial law (patents and ownerships). In Tabriz, he established a
career in law, practicing as a lawyer in the Azarbayjan Court System,
He also established the newspaper 'Asr—i Tabriz, which was printed in
Tabriz and later Tehran until 1969 when it was closed down.

Mr. Bani Ahmad's political career started during his high school
years with his involvement with Khalil Maleki's Third Force, and Iran
Toiler's Party. Mr. Bani Ahmad later became an advocate of reform
within the framework of the Constitution, His attempt to enter the
Majles as an independent was rebuffed twice. It was not until elections
held under the aegis of the Rastakhiz Party that he was elected to the
Majles, where he expressed oftenhls criticisms of the government. Following
the uprisings of Tabriz, Mr, Bani Ahmad initiated the move to censure
Mr, Amuzegar's government. With Sharif-Emami's premiership, Banl Ahmad
established the Union for Freedom Party. Throughout the last months
of the Pahlavi regime and during the early part of the provisional
government, Mr. Bani Abmad remained a leading figure of the liberal
establishment. His negotiations with the Shah, Ayatollah Shariatmadari,
Mehdi Bazargan, and Sharif-Emami reveal much about the politics of
the revolution. In addition, Mr. Bani Ahmad's experiences encompass
an important era of the Pahlavi period, revealing much about the
working of Iranian politics during the twe decades before the re-
volution,
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